Two Reading Passages to Ponder

William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury, 1929

April Seventh,1928.

Through the fence, between the curling flower spaces, I
could see them hitting. They were coming toward where
the flag was and I went along the fence. Luster was hunt-
ing in the grass by the flower tree. They took the flag out,
and they were hitting. Then they put the flag back and
they went to the table, and he hit and the other hit. Then
they went on, and I went along the fence. Luster came
away from the flower tree and we went along the fence and
they stopped and we stopped and I looked through the
fence while Luster was hunting in the grass.

Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, John Galt speech excerpt.... (1957)

For twelve years you've been asking "Who is John Galt?" This is John Galt speaking.
I'm the man who's taken away your victims and thus destroyed your world. You've heard
it said that this is an age of moral crisis and that Man's sins are destroying the world.
But your chief virtue has been sacrifice, and you've demanded more sacrifices at every
disaster. You've sacrificed justice to mercy and happiness to duty. So why should you
be afraid of the world around you?

Your world is only the product of your sacrifices. While you were dragging the men who
made your happiness possible to your sacrificial altars, | beat you to it. | reached them
first and told them about the game you were playing and where it would take them. |
explained the consequences of your 'brother-love' morality, which they had been too
innocently generous to understand. You won't find them now, when you need them
more than ever.



