MEDIEVAL PERIOD (Middle Ages) and RENAISSANCE Timeline
(ALL DATES ARE APPROXIMATE!)
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[Musicologists often refer to BOTH periods as EARLY MUSIC]
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Characteristics
Latin;
Plainsong;

Based on church modes (still tonal);

Male voices only;
No meter/arrhythmic;

Predominantly church oriented;

Distorted art;

Dark Ages

Medieval Period

Characteristics

A capella voices;
Improvised instr. acc;
Mass;

Multi-voice organum;
Triplet rhythms;
Iso-rhythms;

Latin;
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Characteristics
Motet;
Troubadours,
Trouveres,
Minnesingers;
Chanson;

More harmonic;
Polyphony

Gothic
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Characteristics
Madrigal;

More harmonic;

Less triplet rhythms;
Emphasis on anatomy;
Polyphony;

Moving to Maj/Min
system;

Renaissance

Significant Musicians & Composers

(A)Pope Gregory (550 — 1604); (B)Guido D’Arezzo (992 — 1050); (C)Hildegard of Bingen (1098 — 1179); (D)Leonin (1150 — 1201); (E)Perotin
(1200 - ?); (F)Guillaume de Machaut (1300 - 1377); (G)Guillaume Dufay (1397 — 1474); (H)Josquin des Prez (1450 — 1521); (l)Giovanni
Palestrina (1525 — 1594); Giovanni Gabrieli (1554 — 1612).




